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HEAD TEACHER’S LETTER
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the Christmas edition of our newsletter. This
edition follows on so quickly from the previous edition, because there is so much happening here at St Bernard’s and
we want you to be fully up-to-date with events. I hope you
enjoy reading about the various activities enjoyed by our students; I am very grateful to staff for organising and supporting
the endeavours of our students in such a wide range of events.

Looking forward to January and the Spring Term, there are a number of changes to tell
you about. We will unfortunately lose the services of Mrs Pestana and Mrs Bracknell, as
they move on to pastures new. We are very grateful to both of them, and they will be
greatly missed. At the time of writing, we are deciding on their replacements, and there
will be more news after the Christmas holiday.
Mrs Berridge will be changing roles, from Head of Sixth Form to Head of Psychology. We are very grateful to her for her leadership of the Sixth Form, where results go
from strength to strength each year. However, we know so well that she has such a
passion for the teaching of Psychology, and this subject will flourish even more in the
future. Miss Clancy will be joining our senior leadership team as interim Assistant
Headteacher with responsibility for the Sixth Form, and this will also boost our capacity
following the sad loss of Mr Walls.
Finally, I need to remind you that the school will close early for most students on the 20
December, the last day of term. We did say at the beginning of the year that the precise time would depend on student punctuality; I am pleased to say that almost all students have been extremely punctual, and therefore school wil end at 12.15pm on this
date for them. A very small group of students will remain in school to make up time
lost this term, and they have been given a later departure time.
Thank you for all your support this term. It is a long term, and, in fact, for Year 11,
their academic year is half over, as they have their examinations in May and June. However, right now the focus should be on Advent, and the preparations we make as a faith
community, for such an important event in the Christian calendar. I hope you and your
family are able to celebrate Christmas and the birth of our Saviour. We wish you a happy and holy Christmas.

Love one
another
as I have
loved you

Yours faithfully

Mr A Sharpe

‘

REMEMBRANCE DAY
By Maria Hume
On Sunday the 10th of October, The Head Student Team attended the Remembrance Day
Parade in Southend to pay our respects those who gave their lives for us in war. We
were lucky enough to walk in the parade to the Cenotaph and it was amazing to see so
many people, schools and organisations attend, wearing their poppies and even some
dressed head to toe in red. The amount of people standing outside the barriers, members
of the public and the press capturing the moment was astounding. The marching band
played, while the Scouts, Cadets and other organisations like local schools and Girl Guiding associations marched collectively behind them. It was encouraging to see so many
young children as well as students from our own school involved. Although it was very
cold, that did not stop the service from being held outside. The service was touching and
it was lovely to see each school and organisation as well as those special guests of high
importance such as, war veterans, The Mayor, local MPs and leaders of local youth councils lay their wreaths and pay their respects to those service men and women who gave
their lives for us and for their country. The programme included the parade, readings,
hymns, the playing of the Last Post and other talks given by a local Rabbi. It was a great
experience and opportunity to be involved with as well as see the community united, singing hymns and coming together in memory of those who ‘gave their today for our tomorrow.’
As it was our first time attending such as event, it is definitely something we would encourage others to attend annually.

On Remembrance Day, the school also held a small service at the amphitheatre outside
the dining room extension, in which the Sixth Form gathered outside to listen to Annie,
our Head Girl, say a few meaningful words which was followed by the two-minutes silence. Everyone stopped and took a moment to remember those millions of service men
and women who died in war. The Last Post was played on the Euphonium. We appreciated the opportunity to attend these services and encourage other students to next year.
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SPIRITUAL AND MORAL
Year 7 Walsingham House Retreat Day
By Nana Osei-Minkah - Year 7 Melrose

Our retreat day started off with a brief walk to Nazareth House—a residential care
home—where we were welcomed by three volunteers of Walsingham House, Caoimhe,
Tom and Harry.
After settling in we were introduced to each other and reflected on our theme ‘One
Body Many Parts’. We found out more about them in a game called ‘Two Truths and One
Lie’ where we were told three facts about each person and had to observe closely to see
which one was a lie (it’s much harder than it seems).
The most exhilarating part of our day was when we were put intor groups and played numerous games to test our team work skills, which came in handy for out next activity…...planning a charity event! Although time-consuming, it was probably our favourite
part of the day, as all the groups came up with imaginative ideas to raise money for topics
of their choice.
To conclude our fun-filled day, we had a relieving session of meditation, to release all bad
energy replacing it with positivity and tranquillity.

Members of 7 Fountains
with the Walsingham
House team and their
form tutor Miss Alessi

‘The retreat made me feel relaxed and closer to
God. It made me realise despite our differences, we are all human.’ Charlotte S
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‘Our
retreat was such a fun
and relaxing day. My favourite parts were the
meditating and games. I

CHARITY FUNDRAISING
10C FOOD BANK COLLECTION
Dear Southend Food Bank,
We are writing to tell you about the Christmas food collection that our form has done
for your food shelter. Each member of the
form had one day in November to bring in a
delicious food that we like to eat at Christmas
time (mince pies, chocolates, panettone and
more) to give to those who are less fortunate
than others. We organised it like an advent
calendar and each day something was brought
in. We hope it is a helpful addition to your
Christmas food parcels.
We all wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year;
Kind Regards,
Students from 10C

YEAR 12 ‘WEAR A HAT’ DAY
FOR THE TEENAGE CANCER TRUST
By Abbie Rushbrook Year 12

In support of a close friend, Year 12 ran a ‘Wear a Hat Day’ on 8th November
2019. All the donations raised for the ‘Teenage Cancer Trust ‘ are very much
appreciated. We raised £260 in total which will go towards giving support to
teenagers with cancer. Thank you for
everyone’s donations, support and
help on the day.
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DofE at St Bernard’s
Mrs S Clancy - DoE Co-ordinator
Awards Evening – On 26 November 2019 the school hosted it’s annual DoE and
Sports Awards Evening. 126 students were invited to receive Awards for Bronze, Silver
and Gold. Those students who did their Bronze Award last year either collected their
DofE badge and certificate or a Sectional Award which meant they had one section to
finish and upload to their eDofE account before they receive their full Award. Please
encourage your daughter to complete this so that she will receive her badge and certificate.
Last year’s Silver participants were invited to receive a Sectional Award. The full
awards are presented annually at the Local Authority presentations at the Council
Chambers and take place in February/March. Six students have completed with another
23 with just a little bit to add to their eDofE. If your daughter is one of these please
encourage her to finish this off over Christmas so that she will be in time to receive an
invite to these awards.
Over the course of the year we have had 11 students complete their Gold Awards and
we were extremely pleased to have a number of these young ladies join us at the
presentations so that we could add our congratulations. Gold Award winners are invited to St James or Buckingham Palace to receive their certificates and the Team do not
often get the chance to celebrate with them.
Bronze – Final participant numbers for next year’s Bronze expeditions have finally
been sorted and licenses applied for. This was made extremely difficult this year by the
numbers who did not return forms and payments by the deadline. There is no funding
for DofE and it is therefore extremely important that parents make payments on time
in order to enable me to book sites and transport and pay for these. I try to give everyone as much notice of amounts and deadlines as possible in order for you to spread
the cost. Weather permitting, we are hoping to arrange our training walk around
Garons and Shopland on Saturday 1 February 2020 (am). Further information will be
sent out after Christmas.
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Silver – The Silver group had a really successful Practice expedition at the end of October and performed extremely well. However, as explained to them, the Award not
only requires them to navigate well, but it looks at their campcraft and also whether
they can return their kit by the deadline and in a useable condition. This was a weak
point for all groups. We try to keep costs to a minimum and provide tents, rucksacks,
trangias and navigation equipment. However, care and return of this equipment is becoming more of a problem and
we have therefore taken the decision that all future expeditions will
include a £10.00 deposit. This will
be refunded to you as long as
each team returns their kit on
time, clean and ready for use.
The cost of any items which are
lost over the weekend will also be
recovered from this deposit.

Gold – We are pleased to have 23 students signed up for Gold Expedition next July
and are working on planning with them every Thursday lunchtime up until Easter. Can I
please ask you to ensure you stick to the deadlines published so that sufficient funding is
available to book everything on time. Although the deadline was 1 November, I am
writing on 25 November and 3 people have still to pay their initial deposit. Thank you
to those parents who have paid their deposits on time and to those who have paid the
whole cost up front. This will help me a lot.
I have already mentioned our endeavours to keep expedition costs to a minimum.
None of the staff who help me on expedition receive any payment for doing so. However, we are now incurring additional costs. Over the course of the last Expedition
Season the school lost one of its minibuses and this has not been replaced. At the same
time the Connexions bus which we have been borrowing for a number of years has also
been condemned. This means that we now have to hire two additional minibuses each
expedition along with other transport.
This is a big increase to our costs and the Team have been considering ways in which
we can reduce this. This year we are holding a Sponsored Skip on the last Bronze session before Christmas (12 December). We have invited participants from all 3 levels to
join us and they have been provided with a sponsor form. If everyone participating can
raise some sponsorship this will go a long way towards helping with this cost. All sponsor money is due in before we break up, but if you would like to contribute in January, I
would be happy to receive any donations.
I will be sending out information about the cost of the Silver and Bronze expeditions
towards the end of January once the sponsor money has been counted.
It’s been a busy term with all the new groups forming and the Team are looking forward to a rest over the holiday. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New year.
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DANCE
JAMES COUSINS COMPANY, GCSE DANCE WORKSHOP
By Mrs Alexander
On Thursday 21st November two professional dancers, Tia and George from James
Cousins Company, came to deliver a three hour dance workshop for GCSE Dance students in Years 10 & 11. The main focus of the workshop was discussions about, and
repertoire from, James Cousins’ work ‘Within Her Eyes’ that is one of the six works
studied at GCSE.
Students worked through complex contact tasks, learning a partner phrase from the
dance and choreographing their own phrase based on themes communicated in the
work and contact concepts they had learnt throughout the workshop.

‘Within Her Eye’ tells the story of a lost relationship and the forming of a new one. The
narrative is communicated in part by the female character never touching the floor
throughout the 15 minute dance; constantly being held and lifted by the male character.
Students learnt ways to work with each other when lifting and how they should use
each other’s strengths in different ways to produce strong contact work. All students
did a fantastic job at replicating some difficult repertoire and the practitioners were extremely complimentary of their conduct and progress in the session.
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DANCE

ACOSTA DANZA: EVOLUTION
DANCE TRIP TO SADLER’S WELLS
On Friday 22nd November Dance students from Years 8 to 13 were lucky enough to
visit Sadler’s Wells Theatre to watch the Cuban Dance Company, Acosta Danza in
their Evolution performance. The evening was made up of four works; ‘Satori’,
‘Paysage, Soudain, la nuit’, ‘Faun’ and ‘Rooster’. Amongst these works, highlights included Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui’s reimaging of Vaslav Nijinsky’s infamous ‘L’apres midi
d’un faun’ and Christopher Bruce’s ‘Rooster’, set to a soundtrack of Rolling Stones
hits and featuring a guest appearance by the talented Carlos Acosta himself. All students were very receptive of the four pieces and A level students in particular enjoyed the opportunity to see their compulsory A level set work, ‘Rooster’, performed live by such an vivacious company.
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MATHS
YEAR 7 MATHS CURRICULUM DAY

Members of 7 Clairvaux enjoying
the goodies following a very successful Maths curriculum day sponsored by NatWest Bank.

YEAR 10 MATHS TRIP TO ‘REAL LIFE MATHS’
AT THE PHOENIX THEATRE , LONDON
By Margaret Adebayo - Year 10
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Attending the inspirational maths talks offered me an exciting insight into the importance of maths and helped spark a new interest in mathematics within me that I
don’t think I could have found in a classroom setting. We saw three lectures, given
by Hannah Fry, Rob Eastaway and Collin Wright. Each of the lectures were brilliantly executed but if I had to choose a favourite, I think it would have to be Hannah
Fry’s. I never particularly liked maths, but the sneak peak into Fry’s presentation for
The Royal Institute of Christmas Lectures opened my mind to the application of
maths in robotics and computer programming. Furthermore, Colin Wright taught us
about how studying patterns helped him develop a method of writing down juggling
moves. I knew that maths would matter in STEM related jobs, but I never thought
that even rough calculations could be useful. All in all, I am glad that I was given the
opportunity to go to the Inspirational maths lectures and would recommend others my age to go.

Intense concentration!

JACK PETCHEY NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS TO HARRIET YUSUF
WINNER OF THE JACK PETCHEY OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVER AWARD OCTOBER 2019
Harriet is a very regular face in
the PE Department and someone who is always willing both
staff and students. Harriet
loves sport and attends the majority of extracurricular clubs,
making an important contribution to the wider life of the
school. She is a role model to
those around her and her peers
respect her ability to put herself
out for others. She always attacks every lesson, tries hard
and excels in everything she
puts her hand to all with a smile
on her face. She is a joy.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALIYA ABBAS
WINNER OF THE JACK PETCHEY OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVER AWARD NOVEMBER 2019

Aliya is making excellent progress in her school work. Despite facing many challenges
on the way she has always been determined to do her very best. She shows fortitude
and a level of moral courage which has been an example to staff and students alike.
Aliya is a fantastic role model to her peers and also to younger students. She is kind
and generous and always puts others before herself. Aliya brings joy to all those who
work with her and study alongside her.
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PATRICK WALLS
A Tribute
By Olivia Petty-Mayor

In October, the St. Bernard’s community lost one of its greatest advocates. We were Mr
Walls’ final politics class and were fortunate enough to form a very special bond with him,
both as our teacher and our friend. We are honoured to be writing this article in memory
of him, yet it has proven to be a much harder task than we initially anticipated because we
are desperate to do him justice. We did not want this article to be a generic obituary, and
instead we sort to write a personal and heartfelt piece to reflect how much he meant to
each of us.
Patrick Walls was a pillar of the St. Bernard’s community, integral to our time at the
school, for some of us, since year 7, and others upon joining sixth form. Either way, he
played a fundamental part in shaping the people we are today. His teaching style was like
no other. His sharp wit, enthusiasm and cheeky smile was always something to look forward to. Having recently reunited as his final politics class, we unanimously agreed that we
have such fond memories of Mr Walls, most of us reminiscing about the humorous anecdotes he would tell us, and recalling the political puns and one-liners that became a defining feature of his classes. He used to like playing “things can only get better” during class,
and would often throw the likes of “call me Tony” or “events dear boy, events” into a
sentence, ever so pleased with his use of political satire and the reaction of a giggling class.
He would almost buzz around the room with thrill and excitement for teaching the subject he loved, something of which rubbed off on each and every one of us. We would often take political debates that he had encouraged beyond the classroom, leaving him
chuckling as we got more and more enthusiastic about our arguments. The passion and
intrigue we have for politics today is a direct product of Mr Walls’ teaching.
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A man who embodied the values of St. Bernard’s: passion, integrity, kindness, and of
course, love- for his work, his students, and his family – Patrick Walls’ absence is already
felt even by former students who now live, work and study hundreds of miles away. It
takes a very special teacher to bring together students who left school around three years
ago, proving that he was more than just a teacher to us, and will remain incredibly special.
Many students reading this article will not have been fortunate enough to meet him, but
his absence will mean the St. Bernard’s will never be the same again. Having said this, it
would not have been the school it is today without him. He seemed to be involved in every aspect of the school, always busy with another project or task. Yet, the devotion and
dedication he had for everything he did, when others may have given up, always amazed
and inspired us.

‘
There are not enough words to accurately describe and truly capture who Mr Walls was
and the impact he had on our lives. It may sound like a cliché, but he really was the best
teacher and mentor we could have asked for, not because he is no longer with us, but
because it is true. He taught us to open and stretch our intellectual minds, better ourselves as individuals and be more aware of the big wide world we were about to enter
into. We matured as people and as students of politics with him as our mentor, many of
us taking, using and treasuring the skills, knowledge and values he taught us.

We will miss Patrick Walls immensely, but the world is a much better place because of
him. His undeniable religious faith gives comfort to all those who knew him, as we live on
in the knowledge that he is, not only no longer in pain, but also sits alongside the Lord
eternally.
Abraham Lincoln once said, “In the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the
life in your years”. We believe this goes some way to define Mr Walls’ short time on
earth, a short time that was so full of life, light and love for his family, colleagues, students,
religion and job. He truly was a great man- a wonderfully hilarious and eccentric genius. It
was a privilege to know him and to benefit from his wealth of knowledge.
We thank God for allowing us to meet and to have been taught by such a gifted person.
Our sympathies go out to Marcella, his sons, and his extended family. His gusto and passion for life will live on in everyone who knew him. Patrick Walls will be forever remembered, and forever missed.

Rest in Peace, Mr Walls.

Dieu Mon Abri.
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ART DEPARTMENT
BIG DRAW—WELL BEING WEEK
By Emeron Freeman Year 8
In November, Miss Dellaporta and Arts Award members held The Big Draw-Creativity
and Wellbeing Week. Wellbeing Week is the National Mental Health Foundation's new
activity for schools. The goal for Wellbeing Week is to guide and help young people let
their imagination and creativity flow. These art workshops provide the knowledge to help
young children today manage their mental health and feel good about themselves.
Each member of Arts Award partnered up with one another and created their own workshops to hold in school for one or two days throughout the week. Some of the activities
were - string art, three colour drawing challenge, computer art and much more.
Many people came to the Big Draw excited to be involved in the courses that Arts Award
had set up. The workshops were easy to learn, and exciting to do with your friends. Most
importantly they were all for a good cause.
It seemed that all the students who came were eager to get painting or drawing and they
were very excited for the activities during the week. We hope to be able to hold another
one of these Wellbeing weeks and Big Draws soon.
Thanks to Miss Dellaporta for organising this week!
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ART DEPARTMENT
LIFE DRAWING WORKSHOP
By Memphis Fleming Year 12
On Monday the 21st of October, Year 12 & 13 Art and Graphics students attended a life drawing
day run by the Royal Academy in the arts block as part of our coursework. The day consisted of
completing and taking part in a number of exercises within life drawing in order to not only expand
our skill and figure drawing, but also widen our understanding of drawing as an act itself.
We started the day, with a talk from the tutor running the workshop, this introduced us to the
work she does surrounding life drawing and how it can develop our mind set as artists. The tutor
explained how we would be using a range of media to create a number of different scaled pieces.
We were then introduced to the model, which allowed us to create some spectacular drawings and
really opened our eyes to the practise of observational drawing as we were able to create a voice
for the model within our work, through the lines, marks and tones. I found this experience very eye
opening, and gave me a new insight into my art work, I also found the experience interesting as it
was something many others and myself had never done before.
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ART DEPARTMENT
CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION FINALISTS

Overall winner
Sophie Pitts 9M

Jasmine Aolgaga 7H

Wajeeha Zahra Abbas 7H
Daniella Coombs Morfin 10F
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Flora Blum 7R

ART DEPARTMENT
CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION FINALISTS

Oliwia Piorkowska 10A

Isabella Soremi 10F

Maria Jomon 7R
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Ameera Naseem 10A

Olevia Santo 7R

DRAMA
DRAMA TRIP TO ‘CRIMES ON THE COAST’
By Eleanor Mayo - Year 10
On Friday, 1st November, a group of GCSE and A level
Drama students along with Mrs Bell and Mrs Lebeter, went
to the Palace Theatre to see ‘Crimes On The Coast’, a
comedy whodunnit play by Feargus Woods Dunlop acted
by the theatre company New Old Friends. ‘39 Steps’ is a
current A level set-work and it is this play along with Agatha Christie and Noel Coward that are the inspiration for
this spoof thriller.

The play is set on a secluded island hotel just off the English coast which becomes a
crime scene when a woman is murdered and all the guests become suspects. It is
performed by just four actors who play fourteen different, and often, outrageous
characters, some even played simultaneously by one actor.
The performers use effective physical theatre skills and techniques, comic timing,
numerous costume changes and great handling of props which all add to the funny
interpretation of the plot. The story is confusing at times but it races along and the
enjoyment is provided by the comic situations rather than the dialogue or the plot.
We really enjoyed the extremely funny ‘Crimes On The Coast’ and the experience
will help us in our future practical and theory Drama studies.

SCHOOL PRODUCTION 2020
WE WILL ROCK YOU
Dear Families and Friends of St. Bernard’s,
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Over 3 nights at the end of March 2020, the Performing Arts department will be putting on a production of Schools’ ‘We Will Rock You!’ A musical featuring some of
Queen’s greatest hits. We are looking for any companies or organisations who would
be willing to sponsor this event in order for us to fund
production values such as lighting, set and costume. In return you would get free advertising in the production’s
programme. If this is something that would interest you or
your organisation, please get in contact with me;
mbe@stbernards.southend.sch.uk
Many Thanks,
Mrs. Bell
Head of Drama

MUSIC
FESTIVAL SUCCESS!
By Kitti Lothian - Year 8
We had been practicing ‘The Scots Nativity’ for months now and to be honest we were
all getting a bit sick of it because we had been singing it so much. Finally, on the 22nd of
November it was competition day!!! We all had the nerves because this was the first big
competition we had competed in together. We were supposed to be competing against
another group but sadly on the day of the competition they had to pull out for health reasons. When we got there, we were escorted to the church and the acoustic in there was
totally different to our normal sound in our practice room. I do have to say it did take
some little getting used to. Overall, we performed well and didn’t mess up any of the lyrics. The examiner gave us general feed back on pitch etc. Then she awarded us the Pett
Trophy and we were over the moon. To be
awarded the Pett Trophy you have to get
85 marks or more and we got 85 marks. I
felt that this was a great experience and I
would love to do it again!! Thank you again
to Mrs Thompson for putting so much effort into our group and thank you Miss
Chapman for taking us, I can say on behalf
of the group that we had a really great time.

WORK EXPERIENCE 2019
MRS DAVIES, CAREERS CO-ORDINATOR
Our Year 12 and 10 students successfully completed one, and two week’s work experience towards the end of the summer term. Student were placed with hospitals, legal
firms, accountants, advertising and marketing companies, the Citizens Advice Bureau,
publishers, event organizers, the fire service, laboratories, restaurants, hotels, schools,
nurseries, hairdressers, retail chains, beauty salons, veterinary practices, estate agents,
care homes, pharmacies, banks [high street and investment], clothing designers, gyms
and within animal and canine care and the performing arts. Many of our students experienced the daily commute into London and enjoyed the experience!
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Feedback from employers has been amazing. ‘It has been fabulous to have her here’,
she is hard-working, polite and well-mannered, ‘she has been incredibly helpful to us’,
‘she's welcome back at any time’. ‘she was an absolute delight’, ‘what will we do without her!’ and ‘can we keep her!’ Some students have been offered part time Saturday
jobs, holiday internships and apprenticeships following their placements.
Work Experience has given our students the opportunity to experience working life
and our thanks go out to all the employers who have supported and continue to support our students. Our students should be proud of their achievements. They are a
credit to themselves, their families and the school. Well done and thank you. We are
proud of you all.

NEWS FROM THE PE DEPARTMENT
Borough School’s Cross Country
By Grace Ralston Year 12
On the 13th November, St Bernard’s Cross-Country team went to Blenheim
Park to run in the Borough’s, taking students from each year to compete. St
Bernards came 4th overall out of all the schools in the district. Our girls ran brilliantly in each of their races, with a special mention for Charlotte Dench Year 8,
Katie Lane Year 9 and Freya McMahon Year 10 who placed highly. Well done
to the girls who ran that Wednesday afternoon and for showing support for
each runner. The sportsmanship and dedication from each student showed that
St Bernards has a fantastic Cross-Country team.

This was Grace’s last year representing the school in Cross Country, something that
she has done for 7 years in a row, she did exceptionally well coming second in her
race. As a result she will be representing Southend at the county championships.
Good luck!
Mrs Evans, PE Teacher

CONGRATULATIONS!
A new addition to the St Bernard’s family!
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Mr and Mrs Morrison are
pleased to announce the
birth of their daughter
Lorelai on 21st November
2019—a welcome addition to
the Science department!

CRISP PACKET RECYCLING
By Sophie Pitts Year 9

Earlier this year I introduced a crisp packet recycling scheme at St Bernard’s. Here is some more
information about it:
•

An estimated 6 billion packets of crisps
are produced every year in the UK.

•

None of the empty packets can be recycled by councils and end up in
landfill sites.

•

However, a company called Terracycle can recycle empty packets,
make them into pellets and then into benches, fenceposts, trays etc.
They have teamed up with Walker's crisps.

•

There are now two crisp packet bins in school. One is in the dining
room and one is on the playground.

•

Please use them and bring in any empty packets from home too (any
brand).

I have collected nearly 3000 so far and hope that as a school we can make
a small contribution towards reducing land pollution.

Thank you to those who have already contributed, it is greatly appreciated.

One of our bins!!
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CELEBRATING SUCCESS
By Miss Clancy, Senior Head of Year
This year at St Bernard’s we have introduced a new achievement system. Since September, students in all year groups have been collecting achievement points. Achievement points can be awarded for a wide variety of things, some examples are:
Good work
Good contribution to lessons
Presenting an assembly
Regular attendance at clubs
Taking on roles of responsibility
100% attendance
Community (Kindness/Helpfulness)
Students are awarded when they meet the following thresholds:
Bronze Award = 200 points
Silver Award = 400 points
Gold Award = 700 points
Platinum Award = 850 points
The awards include certificates, badges and “jump the queue” passes for lunchtimes.
Parents can view the achievement points collected by their sons and daughters on the
School Gateway app. Here you are now also able to view any detentions students
have received and the reasons for them. Each detention has negative behaviour points
attached to it so this will have an impact on student’s overall achievement points.
A number of students have already collected over 100 achievement points so far! At
the time of writing our top students from each year group are:
Divine Erhunmwunsee 7A – 114 points
Elizabeth Douherty 8M – 94 points
Jennifer Hanlon 9A – 144 points
Joanna Edvi 10M – 131 points
Nouran Tohmeh 11F – 141 points

Poppy Sullivan 12-1 – 52 points
Emil Roy 13-3 – 76 points
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Both staff and students are enjoying the opportunity to celebrate all of the fantastic
things students are doing in school throughout the year and we are pleased to be able
to now share this with you through the School Gateway app!

Train to be an outstanding Primary or
Secondary teacher with Benfleet Teaching School Alliance.
The Benfleet Teaching School Alliance in partnership with 26 local schools works with
TES Institute to provide a one year school based training route leading to QTS/ PGCE.

We have a proven record of outstanding achievement with excellent employment
prospects. We are prioritising graduates who demonstrate enthusiasm, passion and
the potential to make a difference.

Our aim is to ensure that all students in local schools are taught by highly effective and
enthusiastic teachers who will become the next generation of future leaders in education.
Our subjects:

Art & Design
Chemistry
Design & Technology
English
History
Modern Foreign Languages

Biology
Computer Science
Drama
Geography
Mathematics
Music

Physics
Physical Education

Primary
Religious Education

Our next Information and Recruitment Event is on:

Tuesday 28th January 2020 at 10.00am
At
Love one
another
as I have
loved you

The James Hornsby School,
Leinster Road, Basildon SS15 5NX
To request a place at this event please email:
mhoward@theappletonschool.org

Astronomy Observing - GCSE Astronomy Students, Paglesham (Weather Dependent)
13.12.19

Fundraiser for Cancer Research in Aid of Mr Walls – ‘The Polar Express’ Movie –
Organised by 8C
Fundraiser for The Salvation Army – Christmas Raffle – Organised by 7A
Year 10 Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge Training and Well-being Day

16.12.19

Save the Children Fundraiser – Talent Show – Organised by Elizabeth Olatunde & 9R
Yrs 7-11 - GCSE Swim Controlled Assessment - Belfairs Academy

17.12.19

WaterAid Fundraiser - Organised by Ife Olawande & 11C - Rap Battle
Yrs 7-11 - Nazareth House Christmas Event

18.12.19

Whole School Advent Service

19.12.19

Student Christmas Lunch/Christmas Jumper Fundraiser organised by Elizabeth
Blower &10R

20.12.19

School Closes at 12.30 for Christmas Break

A

06.01.20

Staff Training Day (School closed for students)

07.01.20

First Day of the Spring Term

L

13.01.20

Yr 11 - ‘Dead End 2020' Road Safety Tour Presentation

E

14.01.20

C

N
D
A
R

Love one
another
as I have
loved you

Yr10 & YR12 Work Experience Info Evening - 7-8.30pm

15.01.20

Yr11 Parent Consultation evening 4.15-6.30pm
Yr12/13 Groups - A Level Workshop - Dr Faustus & Brecht - 9am-12pm
Yr 10 - Palace Theatre - The Woman in Black 7.30-10.30pm

20.01.20 –
30.01.20

Yr 7 Visits to Local Art Workshop

21.01.20

Yrs 10-13 Parents' Revision Workshop
Yr 9 Options Evening 6-8pm

28.01.20
Options Evening Art Exhibition
29.01.20

Year 13 Reports Issued

31.01.20

Non-Uniform Day

01.02.20

DofE Training Walk - DofE Team - Garons Park - 10am -12am

w/c 03.02.20

Yr 11 3hr Food Prep & Nutrition Practical Examinations

03.02.20

Yr 11 GCSE Dance Choreography Deadline

04.02.20

Yr12 Parent Consultation Evening 4.15-6.30pm

06.&
07.02.20
08.&
09.02.20

Yr 11 - GCSE PE Moderation Assessments
DofE Outdoor First Aid

11.02.20

Yr 10 Parent Consultation evening

12.02.20

Yr 10 Study Skills and Revision Day

13.02.20

Yr 11 Art Trip to the Tate Gallery

14.02.20

Ski Trip to Italy (return 22.02.20)
School closes for Half Term Break

