Edexcel A-Level Religious Studies Transition Work: Year 11 à 12
Welcome to A-Level Religious Studies! The following tasks will support you with starting your Edexcel A-Level Course in September. Please complete all tasks in a notebook, on paper or digitally. 
Paper 1: Philosophy
Task 1: Write your initial thoughts on what you think studying philosophy at A-Level will involve. Then, watch the following video and summarise what philosophy is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
Task 2: In your Philosophy course, you will begin by exploring arguments that attempt to prove the existence of God. One of the key ideas is whether the world shows evidence of design.
[image: ]Your Challenge: Look around you — the world appears ordered and structured, from nature to the universe itself.
· Do you think the world shows signs of design? What? Why?
· What might be an alternative explanation (e.g. chance, natural processes)?
· Which explanation do you find more convincing — and why?
Final question: If something looks designed, does that mean it must have a designer?
Paper 2: Ethics 
Task 1: Write your initial thoughts on what you think studying ethics at A-Level will involve. Then, watch the following video and summarise what ethics is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u399XmkjeXo
Task 2: You are forced to make a difficult decision: 
[image: ] Choose one option and justify it…
· You are the only person who knows the truth.
· If you lie, five people live but one innocent person goes to prison
· If you tell the truth, the five people lose their lives. 
· Whatever happens, it is entirely your responsibility.
What do you decide to do and why? What matters more? 
Watch the following video on Utilitarianism (an ethical theory) - https://youtu.be/-a739VjqdSI?si=iiUQfK57zrLpZ8Eu – then compare your answer to that of a Utilitarian. How would they respond? Are your views the same? Have the views of a Utilitarian changed your thoughts on how you would respond?  
Paper 3: New Testament Studies 
New Testament Studies examines the meaning, context, and interpretation of the Gospels and the teachings of Jesus. Complete the following tasks to begin critically analysing the New Testament. 
Who wrote the story? 
Task 1: The story of Jesus is told in four Gospels – but they are not identical. Consider the following questions: 
· Why might different writers tell the same story but differently? 
· Does this make the Gospels reliable? 
· Should we read the Gospels as history, interpret them or both? 
Task 2: Understanding the historical context of Jesus and the New Testament writers is key to interpreting its meaning. Research what life was like in first-century Palestine, including Roman rule, religious groups (e.g. Pharisees), and everyday life, and explain how this might influence how we understand the text.
Extras tasks: 
Key Scholar Research: 
Throughout the course you will be introduced to many scholars to support arguments you make in your essays. Create a leaflet/poster about any three of the following scholars: 
Philosophy Thinkers (Paper 1)
· St Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274) - Argued that we can prove God exists using reason (e.g. the “Five Ways”).
· David Hume (1711–1776) - A sceptic who questioned whether we can truly prove anything — especially God.
Ethics Thinkers (Paper 2)
· Jeremy Bentham (1748–1832) - Believed actions are right if they produce the greatest happiness for the most people.
· Joseph Fletcher (1905–1991) - Argued that the most loving action is always the right one (Situation Ethics).
New Testament Thinkers (Paper 3)
· Rudolf Bultmann (1884–1976) - Said the Bible should be “demythologised” — interpreted for modern people rather than taken literally.
· Raymond Brown (1928–1998) - Emphasised careful study of the Gospels’ authors and context to understand their meaning and purpose.

Rainy Day Activities: 
There are a number of films/series that explore the big ideas you will study in Religious Studies. If you have time, watch some of the following and consider how it links to philosophy, ethics, or New Testament studies.
Films - The Matrix (1999, Amazon Prime/HBO, links to Philosophy), Selma (2014, links to equality), Dark waters (2019, BBC iPlayer, links to environmental ethics), JOY (2024, Netflix, links to medical ethics), Erin Brockovich (2000, links to environmental ethics) 
[image: ]Series - The Good Place (2016, Netflix, links to ethics), The Messiah (2020, Netflix, links to New Testament Studies)
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